Timpani Cheat Sheet

Reading Bass Clef
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The Ranges of the Drums
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Rules for Playing

1.) Play 2-4 inches from the rim
2.) No bounces, single strokes only
3.) “Lift” off the drum head when playing
4.) Loud dynamics come from stick height more than hitting hard
5.) Only roll as fast as you need to sustain the pitch with a pleasing sound

6.) Use thumbs up “French” grip




